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What is Mechanical Turk?
Mechanical Turk is a work infrastructure, provided by 
Amazon, that allow people to perform quick tasks  over 
the web for a small payment.



What kind of tasks ?

The tasks (called "HITs", "Human 
Intelligence Tasks") are typically 
things that computers do poorly.
 
   Such as:

tagging pictures 
assessing the effectiveness of 
commercial slogans.
reviewing Youtube videos



How does it work?

The "Workers", sign in and choose a HIT they like and are 
qualified to do. 
 
The "Requester" (often a business) checks the quality of the 
performed work, and pays the helper if the work is well done.



This is called Crowdsourcing!



What are we going to do?

  The essay project is to:

Assess the MTurk infrastructure
 

Sign up as a worker and perform a 
number of HITs

 
Suggest improvements and 
extensions  

 
Investigate if this could be an 
unethical "virtual sweatshop" 



What have we done this week?

Signed up as workers



What have you done this week?

Tried three different tasks



Questions?


